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Tresvisd?018 Abstract

Abstract

This report providesin accounof the 2018 caving expedition tehe Tresvisaarea of
the Eastern Massif in the Picos de EuropBlofthern Spain

The 208 expedition was undertaken with collaboration between a number of UK
based caving clubs arttle Spanish AD KAMIub, under the name of thd@resviso
Caves Project.

As per previous years the majority of work wamcentrated on the resurgence @av
of Cueva del Nacimienta 1Bkm+ cave system with a height gain of ov€535m
from the entrance The catchment of this cave totals 37 %and, if linked with
known cave systemsigh in the Eastern Massif, woutiteate a potential 1500m:
deep underground traverse.

The main effortin 2018 was to continue work in thefurthest reachesof the cave,

around theareas known aPeath Race 20QM@ie Hardand Jurassic WorldA series

of steep ramps lead to the highest known points in the cave andnabeu of leads

were invesigated at these highest pointsln addition, a reinvestigation of some of
the caves on the higher Andara range wastinued

t AOUdzZNBY tAyl [/ 2ftFRI GNI} @SNAERSZ [/ dzSOI RSt |
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Introduction

The Picos de Europa is a range of mountains 20km inland from the northern coast of
Spain, forming a Westerly extension of the Cantabrian Mountains. It consists of
three main areas, thaVestern, Centraland Eatern Massifs. It was the Eastern
Massif(Andaa) that drew the attention of Lancaster University Speleological Society
(LUSS) in the early 1970s.

The early years of LUSS explorati@revspent pushin@ueva del Nacimieni@ueva
del Agug?! located at the foot of the mountain range. Over the yethis was
pushed to the 1lkm and +300m mark, but after several years the cave was
abandoned as all the major routes sumped and no continuation could be found.

g @

t AOBNIB M RS ! yRIKNI &t ¢ RISNI

LUSS turned their attention to the Andara region higher up the mountain range and
sought caves that would drop into thidacimientosystem andhopefully create a
recordbreaking-1500mtraverse They found a number of deep caves around this
Wi 2 L) Ol sam TereNHolvebpaind Sima S6were dl pushed to respectable
depths but the connection remained elusive.

In 1986 / 87the South Wales Caving Qub (SWCCand LUSS briefly turned their
attention back toNacimientoand investigated a number of sumpsdapushed a bold

! Cueva del Nacimiento is the official Spanish name for the cave known to UK cavers as Cueva del
Agua. All UK publications pr&996refer to the cave as Cueva del Agua.
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steeply ascending ramp gaining over 200m of heigtit the back end of the
Nacimientosystemwith a number of leads left unexplored.

Between 20112014 the SWCCreturned to Nacimiento to re-investigate the

possibilities of mounting remote trips to the furthest regions of the caaed

reclimbedil KS & GSSLJ NI YL Ricladbga@®oessRI dikeyof tieK S y n Q2
Far Upstream3umpin Nacimientq extending the sump by another 80maddown to

a depth of -46m. Additionally, the Death Race 200@hamber was explored

discovering a way dowpastthe previous limit of exploration to find over 700m of

new passage.

Since2015 the Tresviso Caves Projeaas continued work in Nacimientofinding

more cavepassagebove theDeath Race 2006hamber, extending the cave loyer
1kmand reaching a new height #634m above the entrance.
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Expedition Aims

The 2018 expedition was comprised df &vers, split across two teams, one based
in the village of Tresviso and the other based at the Vegas de Andara campsite.
Across the two teams there werenmmber ofaims

Cueva del Nacimiento

Jurassic World Terror Firma; multiple avens and climbs

Pina Colada Bypassa 310m wide rift was seen leading away from thH&ina
Coladasump

T W2 S Q ac uhn-dédcéhiled shaft behinbeath Raceamp

{1 Parting Friendg a dive of theParting Friendsump.

T
T

Cueva de la Marniosa
1 Beyond Sump @a dive ofSump 2and exploration beyond

Pico Boro

=

T173Dossers DelighfTorca del Cueto de Los Calabregag-rigging and
exploration of leads

T169Flower Po(Torca del Picu Borg)re-rigging and exploration of leads
T190Torca Septrig re-examine previous limit of exploration,

T207¢ re-examine previous limit of exploration,

Surface sweep and logging of entrances in Sara Depression

Surface sweep and logging of entrances in Pico Borao area

E R N

Sistema Castillo

A large mine and natural cave complex in the Minas de Mazarrasa &ezo del
Castilloseries was explored te293m? depth in 1983 The potential of the cave is
significant but currently a collapse prevents getting to the dhdzo Natachaeries
ends at-309n? depth and is close to the same pointRozo deCastillo

1 Pozodel Castillag shoring and bypass diie rock collapse,

1 Pozo del Castillgother entrances

1 Pozo del Castillg surveying ofNatacha upper serieand locaton of possble
surface entrance,

1 Pozo del CastillpNatacha 1983 serigexplore atcurrent limit, derig and survey.

Valdelafuente / Sobra Valley
1 Relocate draughting surface entrance on Valdelafuente, closthé&80m aven
beyond Sump 1 i€ueva del Marniosa,

2 Current resurveying work places Pozo Casfillser to-310mdeep, but unconfirmed.
3 Pozo Natacha was originally reported-282m deep in 1983, and a small extension in 2018 gave a
depth of-310m. The resurvey in 2018 shows actual dept2#3m, including latest extensians
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T

T

T

T20(Sobra Valleyy sandstone sink abovidall of the Mountain Kingn Cueva del
Marniosa,

Yorkshire Inlet irCueva del MarniosaExploration of col above aven (also close
to T20),

Upstream series iCueva del Marniosalarge black voids above thgeamway

Sierra del a Corta

Above the furthest reaches @ueva deNacimientois the Sierra del Corta. A heavily
wooded area with a number of promising leads, that could potentially drop into
Cueva delNacimiento and provide an easier route into the baekd to aid
exploration at the far reaches.

1 T554-large 100m shaft on the &ra del a Corta,

1 Al2- a drafting shaft not yet bottomed.Jurassic Worléh Cueva deNacimiento
appears to be heading directly towards this site,

1 T294 Oh What Paj continuing passage,

1 Surface prospecting close to vicinity Dérror Firmain Cuevadel Nacimiento
Terror Firmas only 40m vertically and 200m horizontally from some parts of the
surface in the Sierra del a Corta region.

Other

1 Locate and survey89 Generalmine. This may be another way infb87
Mazarrasa bypassinghe entrance collase

1 Locate and descenBT43 which draughts strongly. It is almost directly above
Boulder Chamben T87 Mazarrasand would providea bypass tahe collapse at
the T87 entrance.

1 Surveying ofCueva deNacimientotop entrance series. There are a number of
unsurveyed and minor leads in the area,

1 Prospecting oHoyo Oscurand Hoyo EvangalistaA number of locations in this
area are the currentighest entrances on the mountain range

1 Mine 2.32a¢ there is a large unsurveyedlevel (with tram lines) leading to

unexplored passage.

Page |8



Tresvisd?018 T11 - Cueva del Nacimiento

T11- Cueva del Nacimiento

A full description of Cueva del Nacimiento is not provided here, but comprehensive
detailsand surveys can be found in previous redatsl the expedition website

The following sections summarise the main discoveries made @0iBeexpedition.
Futher details of the exploration and discovery are described Appendix G
Expedition Log

w2SQa [/ NI O]

Directly behind thédbeath Race 200€amp, in the vicinity oAn Evening Stral a
descending riftJoes CrackThe entrance to the rift is just beyond the camp in the
wall, stoop under a boulder leads to a narrowing passage that quickly becomes an
awkward rift which narrow downwards. Part way along the rift widens slightly and

a pitch can be descended for 8m to the floor of the rift. The pitch starts off tight, but
widens towards the bottom. At the bottom of the pitch the floor of the rift dips
downward in a direction éneath the traverse above. The upslope quickly ends, but
down slope can be followed for a short distance. Here the passage is approximately
two metres wide, narrowing upwards, and the walls are covered in brittle calcite

t AOUdzNBY 5SI K wizZ08F nREM OF FANASY(i2 6/ KNA.

4 "Expeditions to Tresviso and thed®s de Europa in Northern Spain (19B847)". LUSS (19%8An
Expedition to the Picos de Europa Northern SpaldSS. (1979)Agua '86 and '87". SWCC. (1987)
5 http://www.tresvisocaves.info/
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2018 extensions

Turning rightat the brittle calciteleads to a pitch series, currently riggé&018)with
asingle50m rope from here to the end of the extension. The rope ends in a loose
boulder choke (caution) and a way on down through the boulfi@tswsa small
streambefore quickly endng. Heading forward it is possible to pass through a
narrow slot into a sizable chamber. This chamber contains a dry aven and an inlet
passageneither of which have been exploredThe inlet passage does not appear
too steep is quite sizeabland could provide some entertaining upwards exploration
without too much effort. Thedry aven will need climbing gear.

An interesting part of the cave, and another inlet that could be followed with
interest. It is likely to be upstream of the water that appears at the base of the
Death Raceavater pitches, before reaching theina Coladatreamway.

Note: Following 3 days of storms, the cave was very wet on the day of discovery, with
the Pina Colada canal impassable & 2 G KS A yrma9 e diy wheneg SQa / NI O]
visited

meander
(inlet)
PLAN

~‘\} aven (dry)
North Wie 9
T~ (iL \ 7= Death Race 200
N TN

\ \‘ main chamber
\ \\v 7'\‘

\ I AN w\ \
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(~ main chamber
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Cueva del Nacimiento
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Length: 124m
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{LdFryQa / K2RS

Fromthe Teeth ofSatan,a 4m climb on the righthand side gains a gently ascending
ramp on well sculpted rock-ollowing this leads to an ascending rope sefges re
riggedfrom naturalsin 2018),culminating in a large phreatic passage trending away
from the Teeth of SatanThis passage can be followed for some 70m to well
decorated chamber containing a climb up and a pitch doWime climbleadsto a

further 60m of extraordinary formationgnding in a mud chokeThe pitch down
(~10m) remainsinexplored, however, it is likely to have been explored in the 80's as
some solitary footprints were spotted.

Access to the upper series now requires a steep (but safe) climb @a#tai
Chode this is the first rift on theight-hand sideafter the pitchhead. This climb is
~15m and steep and ends in a rifétraight on leads towards the original access
point to this area, a steeply ascending calcite rgimgmv de-rigged) There is also a
short 34m climb near the ramp which hast been passed.Although assumed to
be an alcove, a draught was detectable here during the original explorgii?)

t AOGdNBY/ KERBY / dz80F RSt bl OAYASYQ2

Back at the top of the climb, the passage turns right to a series of narrow rifts on 3
levels containing some unique formations. In this rift segeral unexplored
downward leads these are all narrow and take a slight drattis assumedhese
connectwith the main trunk passage belog, | | y Q.&hefe sz Bndall amount
of air movement throughout the upper series.
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