Tresviso CasProject

Tresviso2016

REPORT OF THE CAVING EXPEDITIBESVOSEAREAEASTERN
MASSIF OF TIRECOS DE EUROPA, SPAIN
July- August2016

info@tresvisocaves.info

Editor. Phil Wdker


mailto:info@tresvisocaves.info




Tresvisd?016 Table of Contents

Table of Contents

TABLE OF CONTEN TS ...ttt ettt e e e e e e ettt e e e s e e e eaa b e e e e eeeeeeesasbaneeeeeseesassbanaaeaeens 3
PN ST X 1Y O PR 4
N RO 1510 o 1 [0 ] PP 5
EXPEDITION AINMS . .....coiiittitiii et eeieie e e ettt e e e e e e ems b et e e e e e e e eesbabaa e emresbabannnaeeeeeseeesssranen 7
CUEVA DEMACIMIENTQ . ..tutiiiieii ettt eme ettt s e e e e e e e e eeaaatame e e e s eestnsa s eeseeeseesssstaneeeeeessessnnnnnsd 3
THEDINOSAURAVEN JURASSIBVORLD......uuuuieiieiitiiieeeeeeateeeeeeestiseeeesstntseesestanaeesesssnnseeseessnnnens 8
THEWETAVEN TEETH OBATAN ....cttuiteeieittteieeteeitteeeeeeasttseeseestnnaeerestanaeeseestanaseeeesstanreeseernnns 11
LMONOT INTOYOGA DIEHARD.....ccei ittt e e e et e e et e e et e e et e e eeaaeaes 13
JOEG CRACKDEATHRACEZ2000 ... . ittt et e et e et e e et e e et e e e et e e et e e estneeenaneaeean 14
THESANDYHOLE JURASSIBVORLD . ....uiiiiieitiiieeeeeeeiieeeeeeest s eeeseetaaeeeesseabaseeeseetaaaaeesssesssaneesesranns 14
SAND ORSVIEGCHAMBERDIEHARD.......ui ittt et e e e e e e et e e e e e eanae s 15
L 1= (@ 1TV IR 1N (=S 16
O/ = (0] ] =1 @ 0] N =T0 ] i 1 I N 18
SISTEMA CASTILLO ..ottt et eer e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e s amre s e s eeeeeeeeeeranaannss 19
POZO DECASTILLAT LA5,CASTILLA)...eeeeeeeeeeeeiiiieieiiiiieae e s e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesenenanann s e e e e e e e eeeaaaas 20
[ 0 y0 N N0 o 23
(0N TR, N I 1 TP PPPP 27
CASTILLDI (FTLB) . eeeeeeeiitteee ettt ettt e s et e e ettt e e s et e e e e e sneb et e e e e nbbe e e e e annnee 27
(O T S =T ) SRS 28
(O TV A S =T 2 TSRS 28
TORCA DHRELO3 (T3040LOCKWORROT) ....ccceiieiiiiieeceeeeee ettt s s s s s e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaeeeeeaneeanannnnnnnnnnnan 29
LIS 01 PP PR UPPRUPORRUPPPPIRS 29
OTHER EXPLORATION. ... eeettttiee et ee ettt e ettt e s e e eme e e e e e e e e e e e eesbasa s emeesesbannneeeeeseee 30
SUMMARY ...ttt et e et e et ettt e s e e e e e emstaa e eeeeaeeeee st e baaa e eesassannseeeeseesesssrnsnnmeeeees 38
APPENDIAR: EXPEDITION MEMBERS.......cooettiei ettt e e e 41
APPENDIX B: PERMITISI& PERMITS... ..o e e et eme s eevaaa s e e e e e e eenennes 42
APPENDIX C: FINANCE ...ttt ettt e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e aasbameeeeeeesesrnnann s 43
APPENDIX D: CAVE IXDEDNS . ..ottt e e e e e e e e e ee bt bme e e s e e e e aa b e e e e eeeeesesraneeeeess 44
APPENDIX E: SURVEYIN. .. .ottt ettt e et e e emr e e e e 45
APPENDIX F: SPONSORS ..ottt e et et e e e e e e e e e et s e e e e e e s emraeseeeeaeeeeeed 46
APPENDIX G: EXPEDINILOG......uiiiiiiiiiiieteiie s eeeeeettee s s e e e e e e e eeetaasime s seeeasbasaessseesessesssssameaeseees 47
APPENDIX H: JURASBICRLD TO DIE HART)JEVA DEL NACIMIENFURVEY........cccoeeevevveennnn 5
APPENDIX |: CUEVALINFACIMIENTO PLANPBBEEY......cottteeiiiiieiieeeeeetme e e s e e e s e eeeeane e 76
APPENDIX J: CUEVA.DIACIMIENTO EXTENDH_EVATION SURVEY......ooooiiiiiieieeeee, 77
APPENDIX K: CUEVA.INAGVIENTO SURFACE OWER (GOOGLE EARTH)........ccevveiiiiiiinne 78
APPENDIX L: SISTERIASTILLO EXTENDEEMATION SURVEY.......ciiiiiiiiieeiieeiee e, 78
APPENDIX M: SISTEMRASTILLO SURFACERMAY (GOOGLE EARTHY)...cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee 80

Cover PictureCueva de la Lanza de CristaresvisqJason Gotél

Page |3



Tresvisd?016 Abstract

Abstract

This report providesin accounof the 2056 caving expedition tehe Tresvisaarea of
the Eastern Massif in the Picos de EuropBlofthern Spain

The 205 expedition was undertaken with collaboration between a number of UK
based caving clubs and the Spanish AD Kgkb, under the name of thd@resviso
Caves Project.

As per previous years the majority of work wamcentrated on the resurgence cave
of Cuevadel Nacimiento, a 12 km cave system with a height gain of c®&mn4rom
the entrance The catchment of this cave totals 37 %amd, if linked with known
entrances high in the Eastern Massif, woulteate a potential 1500m deep
underground traverse.

The main effortin 2016was tocontinue work in thefurthest reachesof the cave,
around theareas known a®eath Race 200@ie Hardand Jurassic World A series
of steep ramps lead to the highest known points in the cave andnabeu of leads
were investigéed at these highest points.

e A
Picture:View North
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Introduction

The Picos de Europa is a range of mountains 20km inland from the northern coast of
Spain, forming a Westerly extension of the Cantabrian Mountains. It consists of
three main areas, thaVestern, Centraland Eatern Massifs. It was the Eastern
Massif(Andaa) that drew the attention of Lancaster University Speleological Society
(LUSS) in the early 1970s.

The early years of LUSS exploratia@revspent pushing Cueva del Nacimie(@ueva
del Agug?! located at the foot of the mountain range. Over the yethis was
pushed to around the 11km and +300m mark, but after several years the cave was
abandoned as all the major routes sumped and no continuation could be found.

Picture:Entrance Cueva del NacimientdRuss BrooRs

LUSS turned their attention to the Andara region higher up the mountain range and
sought caves that would drop into thdacimientosystem andhopefully create a
record-breaking 1500ntraverse They found a number of deep caves around this
Wiz2Ll Ol sam TereNHolveppot and Sima 56 weligpashed to respectable
depths but the connection remained elusive.

In 1986 / 87the South Wales Caving Qub (SWCCand LUSS briefly turned their
attention back toNacimientoand investigated a number of sumps and pushed a bold
steeply ascending ramp gaining over 200m of heigttthe back end of the
Nacimientosystemwith a number of leads left unexplored.

! Cueva del Nacimiento is the official Spanish name for the cave known to UK cavers as Cueva del
Agua. All UK publications pr&996refer to the cave as Cueva del Agua.
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In 2011, following a number of successful lightweight trips arcimedAndararegion

SWCC returned to Nacimiento to-irevestigate the possibilities of mounting remote

trips to the furthest regions of the cave, in particular toalenb the steep ramps
RAAO2OSNBR Ay (KS ynQao ¢ KS Nakvdsddut LIN2 3SR
the limit of previous exploration was reached and the cave set up ready for a
combined divingand climbing objective in 2012.

In 2012 a large SWCC expedition mounted a successful dive of the far upstream
sump in Nacimiento, not dived since 19&ktending the sump by another 80m and
down to a depth of-46m, a serious technical achievement at such a remote site.
Additionally, theDeath Race 2006hamber was explored discovering a way down
pastthe previous limit of exploration to find over 700of new passage.

In 2014 another SWCC expedition continued work aroundTieeth of Satarand
Death Race 2006hamber, including initial climbing of th&et Avenand discovering
more leads in thedellsmouthregion.

In 2015 the expeditiorbecame known as thd@resviso Caves Projeowing to the
number of different clubs involved in theexploration Work catinued in
Nacimiento finding more cave passageabove the Death Race 200@hamber,
extending the cave bykmand reaching a new heigbf 486m above the entrance.

Picture: Main stream Wa, Cueva del Nacimiento (Russell Braoks)
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Expedition Aims

Themain objective of the 2016 expeditionwere:

Cueva del NacimientgDie Hardc Jurassic World
The 2015 expedition successfully reached tighest known pointni the cave, the
Jurassic Worldwith a number of lead® progress

i Sandy dig at end dlurassic World
1 Multiple climbs inJurassic World
1 Multiple climbs inDie Hard

Cueva del NacimientgoPina Colada Bypass
A 310m rift near thePinaColadasumpand is unexplored

Cueva del Nacimientg Teeth of Satag Wet Aven
The 2014 expedition partly climbed a promising aven, part way uf ¢e¢h of Satan
ramps. The aven requiresmpletion

Picture: The Wet AverCueva del Nacimient@loeDaniels.
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