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Abstract 
 
This report provides an account of the 2016 caving expedition to the Tresviso area of 
the Eastern Massif in the Picos de Europa of Northern Spain. 

The 2016 expedition was undertaken with collaboration between a number of UK 
based caving clubs and the Spanish AD KAMI club, under the name of the Tresviso 
Caves Project. 

As per previous years the majority of work was concentrated on the resurgence cave 
of Cueva del Nacimiento, a 12 km cave system with a height gain of over 495m from 
the entrance.  The catchment of this cave totals 37 km2 and, if linked with known 
entrances high in the Eastern Massif, would create a potential 1500m+ deep 
underground traverse. 

The main effort in 2016 was to continue work in the furthest reaches of the cave, 
around the areas known as Death Race 2000, Die Hard and Jurassic World.  A series 
of steep ramps lead to the highest known points in the cave and a number of leads 
were investigated at these highest points. 

 

 
Picture: View North from San Carlos, Andara (Phil Walker). 
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Introduction 
 
The Picos de Europa is a range of mountains 20km inland from the northern coast of 
Spain, forming a Westerly extension of the Cantabrian Mountains.  It consists of 
three main areas, the Western, Central and Eastern Massifs.  It was the Eastern 
Massif (Andara) that drew the attention of Lancaster University Speleological Society 
(LUSS) in the early 1970s.  
 
The early years of LUSS exploration were spent pushing Cueva del Nacimiento (Cueva 
del Agua)1 located at the foot of the mountain range.  Over the years this was 
pushed to around the 11km and +300m mark, but after several years the cave was 
abandoned as all the major routes sumped and no continuation could be found. 
 

 
Picture: Entrance, Cueva del Nacimiento (Russ Brooks). 

 
LUSS turned their attention to the Andara region higher up the mountain range and 
sought caves that would drop into the Nacimiento system and hopefully create a 
record-breaking 1500m traverse. They found a number of deep caves around this 
ΨǘƻǇ ŎŀƳǇΩ ŀǊŜŀΦ  Sara, Tere, Flowerpot and Sima 56 were all pushed to respectable 
depths but the connection remained elusive. 
 
In 1986 / 87 the South Wales Caving Club (SWCC) and LUSS briefly turned their 
attention back to Nacimiento and investigated a number of sumps and pushed a bold 
steeply ascending ramp gaining over 200m of height, at the back end of the 
Nacimiento system with a number of leads left unexplored. 

                                                      
1 Cueva del Nacimiento is the official Spanish name for the cave known to UK cavers as Cueva del 
Agua.  All UK publications pre-1996 refer to the cave as Cueva del Agua. 
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In 2011, following a number of successful lightweight trips around the Andara region, 
SWCC returned to Nacimiento to re-investigate the possibilities of mounting remote 
trips to the furthest regions of the cave, in particular to re-climb the steep ramps 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ улΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŀƳǇǎ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘakings but 
the limit of previous exploration was reached and the cave set up ready for a 
combined diving and climbing objective in 2012. 
 
In 2012 a large SWCC expedition mounted a successful dive of the far upstream 
sump in Nacimiento, not dived since 1986, extending the sump by another 80m and 
down to a depth of -46m, a serious technical achievement at such a remote site.  
Additionally, the Death Race 2000 chamber was explored discovering a way down 
past the previous limit of exploration to find over 700m of new passage. 
 
In 2014 another SWCC expedition continued work around the Teeth of Satan and 
Death Race 2000 chamber, including initial climbing of the Wet Aven and discovering 
more leads in the Hellsmouth region.   
 
In 2015 the expedition became known as the Tresviso Caves Project, owing to the 
number of different clubs involved in the exploration.  Work continued in 
Nacimiento finding more cave passage above the Death Race 2000 chamber, 
extending the cave by 1km and reaching a new height of 486m above the entrance. 
 

 
Picture: Main stream way, Cueva del Nacimiento (Russell Brooks). 
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Expedition Aims 
 
The main objectives of the 2016 expedition were: 
 
Cueva del Nacimiento ς Die Hard ς Jurassic World 
The 2015 expedition successfully reached the highest known point in the cave, the 
Jurassic World, with a number of leads to progress 
 

¶ Sandy dig at end of Jurassic World 

¶ Multiple climbs in Jurassic World 

¶ Multiple climbs in Die Hard 
 

Cueva del Nacimiento ς Pina Colada Bypass 
A 3-10m rift near the Pina Colada sump and is unexplored 
  
Cueva del Nacimiento ς Teeth of Satan ς Wet Aven 
The 2014 expedition partly climbed a promising aven, part way up the Teeth of Satan 
ramps.  The aven requires completion 
 
 

 
Picture: The Wet Aven Cueva del Nacimiento (Joe Daniels).  




















































































































































